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Summary

The Introduction surveys the main sources concerning the maritime history of
Ancient Ryukyu ¥k, As for Asian sources, Ryukyuan sources, especially the
Rekidai Hoan FEUFZ, offers rich information on Ancient Ryukyu. As for
Western sources, the Portuguese sources offer many important records on the
Ryukyuan trading activities in maritime Asia. Spanish, Italian and Arabic
sources also include useful records. This volume widely introduces the
European sources relating to Ancient Ryukyu, while consulting relevant
Ryukyuan, Chinese, Korean and Arabic sources, as well as discussing the
development of recognition of Ryukyu by the Europeans, the actual conditions
of Ryukyuan maritime trade, and the process of the European arrival in Ryukyu
in the 1540’s.

Section 1 surveys the depiction of East Asia in European world maps up to the
early 16™ century, introduces the earlier Portuguese maps that depicted East
Asia including Ryukyu, and investigates development of the depiction of Japan
in world maps in the 15" and 16™ centuries.

In Ptolemaic geography, Sinae (China) was located at the eastern shore of
a landlocked Indian Ocean. Islamic geography inherited the Ptolemaic
geography, but offered more realistic images of East Asia. In the 14t and 15t
centuries, the Catalan Atlas and Fra Mauro map described East Asia in detail
based on Marco Polo’s accounts. Revised Ptolemaic maps produced from the
late 15™ century depicted a fantastical giant peninsula on the eastern shore of
the Indian Ocean. On the other hand, the Cantino planisphere (1502) depicted
maritime Asia far more empirically based on on-site information collected by
the Portuguese, and the Caveri planisphere (1505) depicted Cingirina Island,
which seems to have originated from the information on Ryukyu (Chapter 1).

The Atlas of Francisco Rodrigues (c.1515) is the first European map to
depict maritime Eastern Asia on the basis of on-site information. Francisco

Rodrigues was a pilot and mapmaker who was active in the front line of the
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Portuguese expansion into maritime Asia in the early 16® century. When
Afonso de Albuquerque occupied Malacca in 1511, he acquired a large chart
from a Javanese pilot and ordered Rodrigues to copy it. An existent Atlas of
Francisco Rodrigues is included among his manuscripts, together with a copy
of Tomé Pires’'s Suma Oriental. The atlas consists both of the Portuguese-style
maps and the maps based on the Javanese charts, the latter covering the Bay
of Bengal, the Java Sea, and the South and East China Seas (Chapter 2).

The Atlas of Francisco Rodrigues depicted maritime East Asia based on
the charts of the Javanese pilot. Folio 39 of these charts depicts Lequeollee
Island, which seems to have some kind of relation to Ryukyu in the northern
part of the South China Sea, and folio 41 depicts Parpoquo (Parioco) Island,
which correspond to Japan in the eastern waters of China. In particular, folio
42 illustrates the main island of Lequoes (Ryukyu), noting that it produces
wheat and copper, both of which were main exports from Ryukyu to Malacca.
The Atlas Miller (1519) produced by Pedro and Jorge Reinel also illustrated
islands corresponding to Lequeollee and Lequoes in a similar fashion as the
Atlas of Rodrigues in the southeastern waters of China (Chapter 3).

From the late medieval period, Zipangu was often depicted in European
world maps as a golden island. In contrast, the Atlas of Rodrigues and the
Atlas Miller illustrated Parioco (Parpoco) Island corresponding to Japan in the
eastern waters of China. The origin of the word Parioco was Fariyuk, as
recorded in Arabic navigation texts, and it seems that the word Fariyuk
originated from Poluogong #4#%%, which indicated the Sakisima 4G5 Islands
located in southwestward of Ryukyu. It is estimated that in the 14™ century,
accompanied by the growth of maritime trade between the Sakisima Islands
and Fujian, Arabic merchants transmitted the word Poluogong as Fariyuk,
which was further transmitted to the Portuguese as Parioco (Chapter 4).

Section 2 introduces information on al-Ghur, or the Gores, indicating Ryukyu,
recorded in Arabic and Portuguese texts, investigates the etymology of the
names, and discusses Ryukyuan trading activities in Malacca mainly by
analyzing Ryukyuan and Portuguese sources.



Some Arabic navigation texts written in the late 15% and early 16%
centuries referred to Ryukyu as ‘al-Ghuar, adding that the Javanese termed it
‘Likiwtd'. They also recorded that ‘al-Ghur’ was located in the Eastern waters of
China and produced iron and sharp swords. The Portuguese, who arrived in
Malacca and occupied it in the early 16th century, acquired information on ‘al-
Ghur' from an Arabic seafarer, and referred to Ryukyuans who made trading
voyages to Malacca as ‘Gores.” From about 1514, however, The Portuguese
began to call the Ryukyuans Luquios/Lequeos, which originated from the word
‘Ryukyu,” and was more widely used by Asian seafarers in Malacca (Chapter 5).

As for the etymology of the name of ‘Gores,’ there are thus far no widely
accepted views. During the 14™ century, maritime interaction along the
‘Southern Islands route’ (Nantoro F &%), which linked Korea, Kyushu, the
Ryukyu Islands and Fujian, was gradually activated. It seems that the Koreans
and Ryukyuans who voyaged to Fujian via the ‘Southern Islands route” were
generically regarded as having come from ‘Koule’ (Southern Fujian pronunciation
of ‘Goryeo’ &), and Arabic merchants in Fujian used the term ‘al-Ghar’ to
refer to ‘Koule.” On the other hand, it is considered that the Ryukyuans who
voyaged to Java in the 15™ century were called ‘Likiwd’ by the native Javanese,
and this name was transmitted to West Asia through Arabic merchants
(Chapter 6).

As for Ryukyuan trade with Malacca, rich information is recorded both in
Ryukyuan and Portuguese sources According to Rekidai Hoéan and other
sources, the Ryukyu Kingdom dispatched trading vessels to the Malacca
Sultanate a total of at least 18 times from the mid-15™ to the early 16™ centuries.
During this period, owing to the maritime prohibition policy of the Ming, the
supply of Chinese merchandise was greatly decreased and Ryukyuan vessels
played an important role in the intermediate export of Chinese products, such
as celadon, to the Southeast Asian market. During the transition period
between the first and the second Sho i dynasties, however, it is recorded that
Ryukyuans caused a disturbance in Malacca, or fought a battle against the Lé
%% Dynasty, allying with the Chams on the Vietnamese coast (Chapter 7).

The Portuguese, who conquered the Malacca Sultanate in 1511, left many
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records on Lequios (Ryukyuans) who engaged in trade with Malacca up to the
Portuguese occupation. These records indicate that Ryukyuan vessels anchored
in Malacca more frequently than is recorded in the Rekidai Hoan. The
Ryukyuans exported Chinese (silk, porcelain etc.), Japanese (gold, copper, etc.)
and Ryukyuan (wheat, etc.) products to Malacca, and imported tropical products
(pepper, spices, etc.). Trading activities of Ryukyuan vessels were carried out
in an orderly and systematic manner, and the Portuguese invariably had a
positive image of the Ryukyuans’ personalities and behavior. Nevertheless, the
Ryukyuans retreated from trade with Malacca with 1512 as the final date,
partly due to the decrease in intermediate exports of tropical products to
Korea (Chapter 8).

Section 3 investigates the voyages of exploration in the quest for East Asia,
including Lequios (Ryukyu), by the Portuguese and Spanish, and examines the
process and background of the first arrival of the Portuguese in Ryukyu in
1542 and its influence on the recognition of Ryukyu in Europe.

After the Ryukyuan retreat from Malacca, the Portuguese had contact
with Ryukyuans in Ayutthaya and Patani. In 1517, the fleet led by Fernao
Peres de Andrade encountered a Ryukyu vessel in Tamao, a base of informal
trade in inshore Canton. To explore Ryukyu, Andrade dispatched a vessel led
by Jorge Mascarenhas, who turned back from Fujian on the way to Ryukyu.
Vasco Calvo, who was captive in Canton after the Portuguese fleet was
attacked by the Ming navy in 1521, secretly sent a letter in 1536, in which he
testified that Ryukyuan and Fujian traders engaged in a brisk smuggling trade
based on the port of Yuegang H # in southern Fujian. Additionally, a Portuguese
chronicle recorded that the Ryukyuans had trading relations with Brunei in the
1530’s (Chapter 9).

In rivalry with the Portuguese, the Spanish attempted to open up a sea-
lane to maritime Asia by crossing the Pacific Ocean westward. It is possible
that Magellan's fleet, which reached the Philippines in 1521, intended to explore
Lequios (Ryukyu) before seeking the Molucca Islands. A few Italian crew of the
fleet recorded information on the ‘Lechii’ (Ryukyuans) they obtained during the
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expedition. Planispheres made by Diogo Ribeiro in Seville in the 1520’s described
the ‘Ryukyuan sea-lane bound for Borneo' in the South China Sea, probably
based on information brought by the crew of Magellan's fleet. In the 1540's,
Spanish cosmographer Alonso de Santa Cruz referred to the Ryukyuan sea-
lane bound for Cape Varela on the Vietnamese coast, which was one of the
actual destinations of Ryukyuan vessels (Chapter 10).

In 1542, a Spanish Fleet led by Ruy Lopez de Villalobos set sail from
Mexico to the Philippines, along with an intention to make inroads in trade
with Ryukyu and China. In the very same year, two Portuguese escaped from
a vessel of Diogo de Freitas anchored at Ayutthaya, and drifted ashore on
Lequios on the way to China. In late 1544, Freitas visited the Molucca Islands,
transmitted the information concerning the Portuguese drift to Ryukyu to
Escalante Alvarado, a factor of Villalobos's fleet, who later recorded the
information in his report submitted to the Vice-king of Mexico. Some scholars
discuss the notion that the ‘Lequios’ referred to in his report indicates
Tanegashima, not Ryukyu, and that Alvarado reported the fact that the
Portuguese first reached Japan in 1542, but this discussion lacks both credibility
and persuasive arguments (Chapter 11).

Information regarding the first arrival of the Portuguese in Ryukyu in
1542 and their first arrival in Japan in 1543 was reflected in Portuguese world
maps made after the 1550’s. Especially, Lopo Homen's Pranisphere (1554)
concretely depicted the Ryukyu Islands based on reports brought by Portuguese
voyaging to Japan. Fernao Mendes Pinto described Ryukyu as being a great
producer of silver in his Peregrinacdo, reflecting the fact that the Ryukyuan
Kingdom re-exported large amounts of Japanese silver. From the late 16t
century, while the Portuguese gradually lost interest in Ryukyu with the
expansion of the Macao-Japan trade, the Spanish came to pay more attention
to Ryukyu with their colonization of the Philippines, and the legendary stories
of an ‘Armenian Island” abundant in silver stemmed from the information on
Ryukyu (Chapter 12).

The Conclusion summarizes discussion in this volume and re-examines the
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development of Ryukyuan overseas trade. The European sources analyzed in
this volume indicate that the Ryukyu Kingdom engaged in overseas trade
more broadly and actively than recorded in the Rekida: Hoan. Recently,
scholars often discuss the notion that Ryukyuan overseas trade gradually
declined from the mid-15™ century with the decrease in tributary trade with
the Ming. Investigations in this volume, however, suggest that the growth of
both smuggling trade with Fujian and intermediary trade with Japan, Korea
and Southeast Asia sufficiently made up for the decline in tributary trade. The
Ryukyu Kingdom followed a similar trajectory with port cities in Southeast
Asia, namely, domestic political and economic integration and expansion of
territory as a response to the expansion of maritime trade in the “Age of
Commerce.”
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