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The Fine Arts and Crafts of Modern Kyoto: Production, Distribution, and Appreciation
(Abstracts)

I. Production

Asai Chii and Paris: Examining the Career Change of a Modern Japanese Artist

Namiki Seishi (Director, Kyoto Institute of Technology Museum and Archives; Japanese Art History)

While attending the Paris Exposition in 1900, Asai Cha (1856-1907) decided to accept an
offer to become an instructor at the Kyoto College of Technology. During his years in
Kyoto, he continued to produce Western-style paintings, but at the same time, he
transitioned to nihonga, or Japanese-style painting, and primarily made sketches and
watercolors. Asai’s career change has often been attributed to his increased interest in
teaching sketching though it may have been due to a sense of despair he felt towards
Western-style painting. This paper attempts to understand the reason for Asai’s career

change and analyze Warrior Hunting Scene, one of his masterpieces from his time in Kyoto.

The Sketchbooks of Konoshima Okoku: The Training and Production of Japanese
Painting in Meiji-period Kyoto
Sanekata Yoko (Curator, Sen-oku Hakuko Kan Museum; Japanese and East Asian Art History)

Konoshima Okoku (1877-1938) was a central figure in the Japanese painting scene in
Kyoto from the latter half of the Meiji (1868-1912) to the early Showa period (1926-
1989). Of the 600 sketchbooks he created (now owned by Oukoku Bunko Foundation),
most date from his teenage years up to his twenties. These sketches, which the artist valued
throughout his life, and evidence of his study of Western-style and early East Asian paintings
present a vivid picture of his career. Through his sketchbooks, an aspect of the process of

training Japanese painters in Kyoto from the mid-1890s to the 1900s will be explored.



The Painting Career and Life of Ota Kijiro
Ueda Sayoko (Curator, The Museum of Kyoto; Modern Japanese Art History)

Ora Kijird (1883-1951) was a leading figure in the Western-style painting circles of modern
Kyoto. He entered the department of Western painting at the Tokyo School of Fine Arts in
1903 and after graduating in 1908, he went to Europe to study painting in Belgium. In
1913, he returned to Japan, where he had an illustrious career as an artist. This paper
explores the stylistic changes of the artist after his return to Japan, his strong interest in
archaeology, and his exchanges and friendships with various contemporaneous painters and

specialists from the precursors of the Kyoto City University of Arts and of Kyoto University.

Kawai Kanjird and the Manufacturing System of Kyoto Ware: The Significance of
“Inheriting” the Tradition of Climbing Kilns
Kidachi Masaaki (Professor, Ritsumeikan University; Japanese Archaeology)

Kawai Kanjird (1890-1966) built a climbing kiln to produce Kygyaki, or “Kyoto ware”, in
the Gojozaka district of Kyoto, and although he became a leading figure in the Mingei
movement, he continued to make Kyoto ware in his kiln in Kyoto. Mingei and Kawai’s
works may appear to differ the more refined Kyoto ware, however, the manufacturing
system was significant to Kawai and the Kyoto ware potters. The documents of the Dasen
Scientific Ceramic Manufacturing Kiln Site and Fujihira Ceramics shed light on the
manufacturing system of the Kyoto ware climbing kilns in Gojozaka, which had previously

not been fully recognized in studies on Kyoto ware and Mingei.

The Modernization of Textiles in Kyoto: The Techniques of Utsushi Yiizen, Machine
Prints, and Marbling
Aoki Mihoko (Associate Professor, Kyoto Women’s University; History of Japanese Clothing)

During the Meiji period (1868-1912), the Japanese government implemented policies to
encourage industries and promote an industrial revolution. Under the adverse circumstances
of the Emperor moving to Tokyo, which also continued to be the capital, Kyoto’s industries

actively embraced these initiatives. Among these industries were the textiles manufacturers,
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who developed ussushi yiizen, a tracing technique, in the early Meiji period that allowed for
the efficient production of vibrant yizen-dyed kimonos. The introduction of machine
printing from the West in the latter part of the Meiji period also resulted in the large
production of kimono for the masses. In addition to mass production, the technique of
“marble dyeing” (suminagashi zome), which incorporated an early marbling technique into
new styles of Kyoto dyeing for kimono, was devised. This paper examines the modernization

of such dyeing techniques.

A Study of the Wednesday Society: New Trends by Takeuchi Seiho’s Pupils in the Latter
Half of Meiji 30s

Ueda Aya (Lecturer, Kwansei Gakuin University and Doshisha Women’s College of Liberal Arts;
Modern Japanese Art History)

The Suiyokai or “Wednesday Society”, was a study group formed by several young artists
who studied under Takeuchi Seih (1864-1942). During the latter half of Meiji 30s (1903~
1907), they held five exhibitions, published the art journal Reimei (The Dawn of a New
Age), and had other noteworthy activities. However, very little research has been done on
this group until now. Taking the artworks and Western artbooks brought to Japan by Seiha,
who saw the Paris Exposition in 1900, as teaching materials and references, this paper sheds
new light on the activities of the Wednesday Society, which aspired to create a new style of

Japanese painting, and investigates the group’s significance.

The Design Journal Shobijutsu (The Minor Arts): An Analysis and the Role of Nishikawa
Issotei

Wada Tsumiki (Assistant Research Staff, Kyoto University Museum; Modern Japanese Art History)

In 1904, Nishikawa Issotei, Tsuda Seifii, and Sugibayashi Kok created a design study group
and compiled a design journal entitled Shobijutsu (The Minor Arts), which was published
by Unsodo Corp. in Kyoto. This paper focuses on the role of Nishikawa Issotei, who
practiced the art of flower arrangement, and analyzes the goals and significance of this

publication.
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The Curriculum of the Former Kyoto City School of Fine Arts and Crafts
Matsuo Yoshiki (Curator, Kyoto City University of Arts University Art Museum; Japanese Cultural
History)

Unable to fulfil industrial expectations with its initial curriculum, the Kyoto Prefectural
School of Painting (Kyoto-fu Gagakké), which opened in 1880, gradually established a
major for students to study Zuan, or design patterns. Combining its existing Japanese
painting courses with Zuan courses for its curriculum, the school changed its name to the
Kyoto City School of Fine Arts and Crafts (Kyoto Shiritsu Bijutsu Kogei Gakkd) [in 1901].
In the midst of change from the Meiji to Taishé to Showa eras, this institution served as an
important vocational school, where artists lived together and played a major role in the fine
arts and crafts of Japan. This study looks at the school’s curriculum for technical and

professional training and its role.

I1. Distribution

The Dawning of Art and Trade in Kyoto and London: The Art Dealers Ikeda Seisuke
and Thomas J. Larkin
Yamamoto Masako (Lecturer, Department of Literature, Ritsumeikan University; Japanese Cultural

History)

During the Meiji period, the art dealers Ikeda Seisuke I (1838-1900) and his son Ikeda
Seisuke IT attempted to enter the overseas art market. Their ventures and setbacks as well as
the Japanese art research conducted by their partner Thomas J. Larkin in London are
examined here. This study situates their roles in the research of Japanese art history, and

especially in the reception of Japanese art outside Japan.

The Publication of Taniguchi Kokyo’s Reproductions and Collected Works
Fujimoto Manami (Curator, The Museum of Modern Art, Wakayama; Modern Japanese Art History)

Known as a Japanese history painter, who was active in Kyoto from the mid-Meiji to early
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Taisho periods, Taniguchi Kokyo (1864—1915) was considered one of the “Four Heavenly
Kings amongst the pupils of Kéno Bairei” by artists such as Takeuchi Seiho. At the same
time, he also created a variety of applied artworks, Zuan (design pattern). While Kokyo was
considered equal to Asai Chii, Kamisaka Sekka, and other artists who were also leading
designers of Zuan in modern Kyoto, he also played an important role that differed from the
others such as publishing Zuan books of ancient artifacts. An analysis of his career as Zuan

researcher reveals aspects of traditional Japanese applied arts in modern Kyoto.

Caricature and Zuan (Design Pattern) as seen in the Magazine Jiji manga hibijutsu gaho
Maekawa Shiori (Specially Appointed Faculty, International Research Center for Japanese Studies;

Modern Japanese Art History)

The Western-style painters of the Meiji period often created non-Western works. For
example, Asai Chii and Kanokogi Takeshird (1874-1941), who were active in the Western-
style painting scene in Kyoto, created humorous illustrations for the magazine /iji manga
hibijutsu gahé (Non-artistic Pictorials of Current Events). Considered here are the magazine’s
distinctive aspects and intentions through satirical magazines, picture postcards, Zuan

(design pattern) books, and other forms of visual media at the time.

Developments in Dye Designs from Meiji-period Kyoto: Examining the Yiizen
Association’s Zuan Competition
Kamo Mizuho (Special Researcher, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science; Cultural History of

Clothing and Textile Design)

Zuan, or design patterns, came to be solicited during the mid-Meiji period, and in 1892, the
Yuzen Association, which has been considered to be the first Zuan group in Kyoto, began a
Zuan competition. Until now, little has been studied about this organization and its
surrounding circumstances. While presenting the development of Zuan from the mid to late
Meiji period and the interactions between the Yiazen Association and the educational
institutions for Zuan in Kyoto, this paper reexamines the position of the Association through

the existing Zuan entries.



The Introduction of Western Designs in an Educational Institution in Meiji-period
Kyoto: Focusing on Design Books

Oka Tatsuya (Assistant Professor, Kyoto Arts and Crafts University; History of Modern Design and
Graphic Design)

Asai Chi and Takeda Goichi, two of the earliest instructors at the Kyoto College of
Technology (now Kyoto Institute of Technology), actively introduced Western European
design to this school, which was founded in 1902. This can also be seen in the references
purchased for educational purposes by the design department at the time. This paper focuses
on Zuan (design pattern) books from among these materials and explores their practical use

in education.

IIL. Art Appreciation

Konami Gyosei’s Boshin War painting and Views on the Meiji Restoration
Takagi Hiroshi (Professor, Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University; Modern Japanese

History)

With the promulgation of the Meiji Constitution in 1889, the Emperor pardoned the rebel
army of the Boshin War, resulting in the freedom to express the experiences of the Meiji
Restoration. In the following year, Konami Gyosei exhibited his historic masterpiece, Boshin
War, at the third Domestic Industrial Exposition, which was held at Ueno in Tokyo. In the
painting, Gyosei captured the chaotic night scene of the outbreak of the Toba-Fushimi
Battle on January 1868. As a retainer of the Uwajima domain, he depicted the Meiji
Restoration from the perspective of his domain, whose men served as guards of the Imperial
Palace in Kyoto. This paper introduces Gyosei's Boshin War, an early historical Japanese

painting, which was discovered by the Hoshino Art Gallery .



The Fine Arts and Crafts of Modern Kyoto through Journals: Kuroda Tengai’s Nihon
bijutsu to kogei (Japanese Fine Arts and Crafts)
Nakao Yui (Curator, The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo; History of Crafts)

As a journalist of the newspaper Kyoto Hinode Shimbun (precursor of Kyoto Shimbun),
Kuroda Tengai contributed editorials on the fine arts and crafts. Later, he edited an art
journal entitled Nibon bijutsu to kigei (Japanese Fine Arts and Crafts). This paper introduces
this little-known publication and examines the characteristics of Kurodas activities as an art
critic. Also explored here is the significance of the publication of Nibon bijutsu to kigei

through a comparison of other contemporaneous art journals published in Kyoto and

Tokyo.

The Kyoto Commercial Museum and the Fine Arts and Crafts in Late Meiji-period
Kyoto
Miyake Takuya (Assistant Professor, Kyoto Institute of Technology; Architectural History)

The Kyoto Commercial Museum (Kyoto shohin chinretsujo) in 1909 was part of a
nationwide trend to establish “exhibition venues” across Japan, however, the emphasis
placed on the fine arts and crafts, and gardening in Kyoto, was unparalleled compared to
other regions. In the backdrop of this was the close connection between industry and
educational institutions that promoted the idea of government and people as a single body
in the Meiji period. This study investigates the activities of the Kyoto Commercial Museum
and those affiliated with it and reveals the role that this Commercial Museum played in the

fine arts and crafts of modern Kyoto.

The Construction of Tsuchida Bakusen’s Studio and the Lumber Dealer Shiozaki
Shosaburo

Tajima Tatsuya (Professor, Kyoto City University of Arts; Japanese Art History)

'The Kyoto City University of Arts has over three hundred letters concerning the exchanges
between the lumber dealing Shiozaki family in Shingt city in Wakayama prefecture and

various artists. Especially noteworthy are the letters from Tsuchida Bakusen (1887-1936),
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Ono Chikkyd (1889-1979), and Sakakibara Shiho (1887-1971). Prior to founding the
Kokuga Sésaku Kyokai (Society for the Creation of a National Painting Style), these artists
had planned the construction of ateliers, which would provide a better work environment,
and commissioned the lumber for this from Shiozaki Shosaburé. This study pursues the
various exchanges, even concerning architecture, while taking into consideration the

relationship between this patron and the artists at the time.

The Construction of the Butokuden (Martial Arts Hall) and the Influence of National
Image

Nakagawa Osamu (Professor, Kyoto Institute of Technology; Architectural History)

‘The Butokuden, or Martial Arts Hall, in Kyoto is a modern Japanese-style building became
a model for other martial arts training centers that became widespread throughout Japan.
However, in the Taishé period, a large-scale addition was made to the structure and the
northern entranceway, which differed in design from the existing sections, and a magnificent
cusped gable were added. The “Momoyama style”, which had spread during this time in the

areas of architecture and public works, can be seen in there.

Thoughts on Venues for Tea Gathering

Yagasaki Zentaro (Associate Professor, Kyoto Institute of Technology; Architectural History)

Records of tea gatherings (chakaiki) and illustrated catalogues of tea gatherings (meien
zuroku) provide a wealth of information in tracing changes in tea gatherings (chakai) from
the early modern to the modern eras. The activities of tea practitioners and art dealers also
shed light in understanding the processes in which the performing art of tea gatherings

assumed the characteristics of venues for art appreciation.

(Translated by Maya M. Hara)
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